
Ashiestiel
Analysis & Concept

Scale @ A1:

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf
of HMSO. © Crown copyright and database right [2020]. 
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 
[100021242].
© Getmapping Plc and Bluesky International Limited 2020.

1:7,500

Author: Tom Harvey

Date: 14/05/2020

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.80.1
Km ±

#*

2

1

3

Viewpoints

#* Proposed access points

Water Course

Proposed Forest Road

Proposed Track for establishment

Existing conifer

Concept
Native broadleaf & open

Open

Productive conifer

Productive native conifer & broadleaf (Low impact silviculture) 

Boundary

FLS Blocks

SAC

SSSI

Forest Roads

Viewpoint 3 taken from southern upland way
at grid reference NT 4029 3271 
(not shown on map)

Analysis:
Sharp edge at the top of the Elibank block

Concept:
Extend the productive conifer through onto 
Ashiestiel removing the linear edge and giving
the Elibank a more organic transition into
the new planting.

Analysis:
Ashiestiel is within close proximity to the  existing 
forest road.There is also a good access track from 
within the south of Elibank suitable for establishment 
access to the higher ground.

Concept:
A small section of forest road will be required for 
initial access with a track to gain access to the rest 
of the establishment. Track upgrade will be required
with future site interventions.

Analysis
Two blocks of confir planted under a FGS 
grant scheme in 2017. These total 13.95 ha 
and comprise of predominantly spruce with 
minor elements of pine. FLS has been tending 
these crops since their acquisition.

Concept
Working these two coupes into the planting 
scheme as seamlessly as possible will benefit the 
overal coupe design. 

Analysis
Ashiestiel predominantly lies low on the horizon 
from within the Tweed Valley. The top southern edge 
around Ashiestiel Hill can however, be viewed from the 
Southern Upland Way.

Concept
Landscape designis not a dominant factor within the 
initial design although will still be considered from certain
key vistas both within and outwith the Tweed Valley.

Analysis
Ashiestiel has low visual dominance within the Tweed Valley
however, the site is an important landscape feature in the wider
context.

Concept
The Ashiestiel/Elibank extension is located within a 
killometer of the Yair block and could in the future serve
as an important habitat corridor. Engagement and collaboration
with neighbours will be required to assess the potential for this.  

Analysis
Exisitng hawthorn scrub is in keeping with neighbouring 
habitat type providing a beneficial diverse frontage to 
potential productive species behind.

Concept
To be in compliance with UKWAS this native scrub
frontage should be retained with opportunity to expand
with further native species. 

Analysis
A mix of soils on site however, primarilly present are
surface water gleys and podzolic soils with nutrient
regimes being mostly very poor, poor and medium.

Concept
Utilise the best of the soils to capture the site with high
yielding productive conifers. In doing so providing revenue 
through thinnings and final crop harvesting products, whilst
also sequestering carbon for climate change mitigation. 
The design should seek to diversify where possible however,
the soils with poor nutrient regimes give minimal opportunity
for diversification.

Analysis
Priority habitat of Upland Heath present on site. Use of 
integrating various habitat type management eg. open 
and native woodland to support the existing community.
 
Concept
Leaving some areas of managed open and using buffers of 
native productive forestry could be used to reduce the impact
on the exisitng habitat on site.

Primary objectives
1. Utilize high yielding softwood species to contribute 
to the surrounding FLS blocks productivity.

2. Retain the connectivity of the varying biodiverse 
native habitats through the site and expand where 
appropriate.

3. Mitigate the effects of climate change with fast growing 
conifer species sequestering carbon.

Analysis
Within the south eastern corner substantial patches 
of mixed willow, hawthorn scrub currently in various 
successional stages to upland mixed ashwood, 
oakwood and wet alder/willow woodland. 
These areas are likely host to an abundance 
of invertebrates and provide habitat for various bird life
including those of conservation concern. 

Concept
This area is currently in a patchy open/wooded
formation and would likely not need planting. 
Opportunity to lease to low density stock grazing 
could assist with natural regeneration. Furthermore, 
retaining the existing areas of patchy wooded scrub 
would significantly increase to amount of broaleaf 
habitat currently present within the Elibank block 
and theTweed Valley Composite.

Analysis
The Glenkinnon and WilliamsHope SSSI's lie
within 1 km of the site. Also the Tweed River is also 
connected to the site via Stiel Burn, this is also 
designated as a SSSI and a SAC 

Concept:
Opportunity to improve habitat connectivity at
a wider landscape scale with potential
collaboration with neighbours and statutory bodies.
Sensitive land management choice along all
the internal burns with the aim to assist with
eco system services relating to water quality
and flood mitigation.


