East Sutherland Land Management Plan 2015-2025

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Setting and context

The management of Forestry Commission Scotland’s National Forest Estate
is guided by the National Strategic Directions (2013), which identifies six
aspirations that will influence integrated land management within our
boundaries:

¢ Healthy — achieving good environmental and silvicultural condition
in a changing climate.

¢ Productive — providing sustainable economic benefits from the land.

e Treasured — as a multi-purpose resource that sustains livelihoods,
improves quality of life, and offers involvement and enjoyment.

e Accessible — local woodlands and national treasures that are well
promoted, welcoming and open for all.

e Cared For — working with nature and respecting landscapes, natural
and cultural heritage.

e Good Value — exemplary, effective and efficient delivery of public
benefits.

Drawing on these key aspirations North Highland Forest District (NHFD)
have drafted a three year Strategic Plan (2014 — 2017). The plan
establishes links with the national priorities underpinning these aspirations,
detailing local priorities upon which NHFD plans will be founded. The NHFD
Strategic Plan ensures that land management activities compliment and
enhance the local economic, social and ecological individuality of each LMP
area. This plan aims to provide local context to the national aspirations and
key priorities by detailing local priorities that will support us in achieving
sustainable integrated land management across all areas of the National
Forest Estate.

Appendix 1 — The Forest Planning Framework in Scotland gives
context to the purpose and scope of this Land Management Plan. In
compliance with UKFS this is a strategic indicative plan intended to state
the objectives of management and how sustainable forest management will
be achieved by signposting the relevant guidance and best practice and
spatially identifying management aspirations.
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This plan also provides a means to communicate our proposals to the
neighbouring communities and stakeholders and serves as an agreed
statement of intent against which implementation can be checked and
monitored (see Section 4.4 — FDP Brief for details of the monitoring
proposed).

Appendix 1 indicates the levels of operational plans that sit below, and are
informed by this LMP. In compliance with UKFS the operational plans detail
specific implementation detail including:

e Potential hazards to workers and forest users

o Operational detail specific to machine use

e Safeguards and mitigation measures to protect the immediate site
and, by association, the wider forest

e Detail of post operations planning including the treatment of any
waste materials identified.

¢ Contingency planning

Stakeholders requiring this level of information should contact the North
Highland Forest District Operations Team following approval of this plan.

Appendix 2 — Key Policies and Guidance details the external policy
drivers for the proposals in this plan. Current industry and FC guidance will
be complied with during any operations associated with this plan, including
any subsequent guidance revisions published during the plan’s ten year
approval period.
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1.2 History of Plan

The production of East Sutherland Land Management Plan is the full ten year revision of
e Dornoch Forest Design Plan 030/516/283 (expired 24.03.2014)

and it seeks approval for operations to be carried out in two forest block, covered by
FDPs valid until 2016:

e Achormlarie Forest Design Plan
¢ Rogart Forest Design Plan

030/516/308 (expires 30.03.2016)
030/516/223 (expires 09.10.2016)

Previously the plans had each covered their individual areas however to better address
issues of landscape design, water catchment management and biodiversity conservation
NHFD have merged the plan areas and the number adopted for the full area is:
030/516/403. The term ‘Land Management Plan’ better reflects the wider scope of
the document in dealing not only with forestry, but with designated site planning, open
ground management, scheduled ancient monument planning and general integrated
land management issues. The document’s key function remains to seek approval for
felling and restocking over the next ten years.

The plan area is situated to the north and west of Dornoch and to the east of Bonar
Bridge (see Map 1 Location & Context). The area is bounded to the north by Strath
Fleet and Loch Fleet and to the south by the Dornoch Firth.

Included are the woodlands of Dornoch area (Skelbo, Balvraid, Camore, Harriets,
Fourpenny and Duchess Countess), Achormlarie and Rogart.

The Land Management Plan area covers c. 3075 Ha. Skelbo and Balvraid woodlands
were in 1955 leased from Cambusmore Estate for 200 years. The lease area is 134 Ha,
the remaining area is owned by Forestry Commission Scotland.

72% of the area is productive forest, 2.5% is currently felled in fallow, 21% is open
space, just over 3% is under agricultural tenancy, 0.2% open water, 0.1%
recreational facilities (visitor car parks) and land under other management or
unplantable is about 1%.

Sitka spruce (Picea sithensis — SS) is the most predominant conifer in the productive
high forest at 43% of the stocked area, concentrated mainly in Achormlarie block, but
is also present in Dornoch blocks and Rogart. Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris — SP) is the
second largest component (29% of the stocked area), present in all forest block
covered by the plan, but with significant pure crop areas in Dornoch blocks.
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Lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta — LP) is the third main species (19% of the stocked
area), forming an important element of the crop on wetter and poorer soils, both in
pure blocks and in mixture with sitka spruce and less often with scots pine.

Japanese larch (Larix kaempferi — JL), Hybrid larch (Larix x eurolepsis — HL), European
larch (Larix decidua — EL), Norway spruce (Picea abies — NS), Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga
menziesii — DF) are planted in varied mixtures across the LMP area, and together they
cover about 5% of the stocked area.

Broadleaf species are an underrepresented component of the forest, covering above
3% of the stocked areas, with the main species being Downy birch (Betula
pubescens), Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), Sycamore (Acer platanoides), Common Adler
(Alnus glutinosa) and willows (Salix species). They are mostly confined to riparian
areas and poor/wet soils.

Heavily browsed downy birch in Harriets plantation Photo A. Baranska NHFD



292000

264000 266000 268000 270000 272000 274000 276000 278000 280000 282000 284000 286000 288000

~ _ j’\e ) B‘*""‘"“;._an' )
_}.
3 3
8 I A e 8
88 89 90 91 92
3
; & 3
Achormlarie o bl S
Forest Entrance Seal
NH 6588 9824 99
3 3
3 38 2
4 3
e ok Lock FLEET i
§ Toan N Skelbo §
3 Forest Entrance IR
® NH 7810 9414 T ®
.3.5_.;. it = : e b Nt e e 5] Balvraid Fourpenny
° s i ; : Forest Entrance Forest Entrance °
S NH 7752 9409 NH 7903 9379 S
g __ < 13
g Leatha N BY (=]
Achormlarie e r;; : ) i
Forest Entrance |" F ‘ Fourpenny & o=
S NH 69929449 | '+ Douchess Countess 3
8 —— Forest Entrance - 18
© NH 8003 9257 ®©
'f"”"m,ix;a" -
- Douchess Countess
Fourpenny & Forest Entrance
Douchess Countess NH 7837 9219 & 82
S Forest Entrance p S
S 289 | S
[<2] [<2]
® e <
Forest Entrance : .
NH 7660 8853 H b
g v\-._\lt & i cé\‘ 4 8
8 = Qo 5 og 8
3 264000 266000 268000 270000 272000 276000 278000 280000 282000 284000 286000 288000 290000 292000 3
Forestry Commission Scotland
Coimisean na Coilltearachd Alba
Legend
_ Scale @ A3 1:75,000
Scofland’s National
Forest Estate is Land Management Plan Area N
responsibly
managed fo the
it ! Forest Road
Assurance Standard. ey, SR | )
Proposed roadline
Map 1- Location & ContQXt PrOpOSGd substation road © Crown copyright and database right [2014]. All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number [100021242)




Chot na '
- ang

Litilis g 1 Inghic.a
ket a ViR

i rocar |
5. achanal Mwsic -
e} B3 B

Laathoe
“Crnaest

R

River Fleet

River Fleet
catchment

(Rogart to source)

e e

[EE LT

SN

il
s

< B

Bl

e

i 83 3
Fei ok
' Bhecaidl

AL

Eacnainn |

) Ll 5 e
: Chot o :
 sidiwan fuire Shuidhe !I‘ (
\\g};&,_\ . 2987,
T o

Abhainn an t-sratha Charnaig

Loch Buidhe
100096

sl River Fleet
| (Loch Fleet
23390

Brora Coastal
catchment

o Lnnes &
A
44

G e B

“Laridud

to Rogart)

T
i i s

Leathad
nae Lan =
Thur Tizelis

+ R
p Nr' e e 4 A

Loch Laoigh |

NG = T

Loch Lunndaidh
100552

100352

Loch Lannsaidh
100353

._\,_‘._:»‘i?:_ mk-
G

S

240

S Creay
[ w Blalsicy

Loch ron

T~

¥

i Sl Dornoch Coastal
Loch Migdale

catchment

100100

Dornoch Firth
Transition Waterbody
200165

Coimisean na Coilltearachd Alba

Forestry Commission Scotfland

Souprdis |

o i

Brora to Hilton of Codball
Costal Waterbody
200484

Scotland's Nafional

Forest Estate is

responsibly

managed fo the 5%5?9

UK WOOd'QI'Id FSC® 121223

Assurance Standard.  ..en,, e

Map 2 - Forest & Water

Legend

D Land Management Plan Area
—==m= Forest Roads

== Proposed roadline

= Proposed substation road
== River Waterbodies

—— Minor Watercourses

Major Catchments
|:| Coastal Waterbodies
- Loch Waterbodies
- Small Loch Waterbodies
m Transition Waterbodies

Scale @ A3 1:75,000
N

© Crown copyright and database right (20141. All rights
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number [100021242]



Core Path
SU20.01
Meall More Fire Track

N SU20.10
{ Torboll - Eiden

Strath Carnaig and Strath Fleet Moors SPA & SSSI 7
) ; EE::.HM\ . 3 ... - :—* —
e Z“f Core Path

f SU20.02
Eiden - Creag A'Bhlair

y u0 z = =
e A Ay = o

Dornoch Firth & Loch Fleet SPA & RAMSAR
Loch Fleet SSSI

2 NN\

(V% \ \
/777 NN

Chaie Shurdhe b Core Path -
: (-] h 3
R SuU09.16 i8]
o s?r?ri;iq’ / 7

2 — Moray Firth SAC

Sy eet -y i S <
2 Jﬁ e =2, —
- T Eﬂo::\,l‘\;lass : 7~
=\ Fourpanny 5
bt el i v |
M .
T - . O ol I
= i o
] iy
/ Shirtotion'- i k7 4G o
P K5z e g
P g B
gl :
= &

'. ) i m
ntais Wil lamihgney Sqit

R
o B LA
LR
SE Ealblai

Core Path
) SuU09.14
= : - -l Tinkers Drive
Dornoch Firth and Morrich More SAC Ml e el 4
- - - - il ] ;'{_:
4 ' Cri ] River Evelix SAC L_g;f’.‘jjijsf'gd_v i L
e N : : = o 3 7 Fgp®, 1 - ,,. X Core Path S ‘_\\\
: T e T iolil] g A 2] sU09.01 Dornoch Firth NSA
= ; L o e —d”N
S e PN VRN S S bty (NN Al | WhAE ““"' 7~"4 Camore Woods AN N AN N
Y e =Y T O i R I~y o . V) e:‘g';f- x T TR : N\ 2 A
Dornoch Firth and Loch Fleet SPA/RAMSAR area | | i +3-,‘--L'OJ."'-' W D X ¥ +
Dornoch Firth SSSI Bl g \
S + +
T T X B o g A — - o - P\
Coimisean na Coilltearachd Alba
Forestry Commission Scotland
Land Management Plan Area // | SPA Scale @ A3 1:75,000
Scotland’s National .
Fo?e;nEstiteﬁsom ” )Y ======= Rogart Community Paths SAC N
responsibly S
managed o the FSC 2 —=—== Forestroad ————- SSSI
UK Woodland FsC c120z20 oo )
Assurance Standard.  cmeemay e = Proposed roadline RAMSAR
. ==m=m= Proposed substation road + + NSA
Map 3 - Environmental Features © Crown copyright and database right z0141. All rights
——— Core Path Network |:| Districts reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number [100021242]




