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UPLAND FOREST Corridor,
through area of MOORLAND SLOPES and 
HILLS

Visible hillside at head of glen.
Felling and restocking design should 
respond to landform and landscape scale.

Significant landform feature 
punctuates strath-
retain hilltop as open. 
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MOORLAND SLOPES AND HILLS

AFFORESTED MOORLAND 
SLOPES and HILLS

Visible hillside at head of glen
seen from public road.

Where practical felling should avoid 
straight lines and break up visual dominance 
of forest road though use of interlock and 
coalescence with vegetation below road 
and off site.

SWEEPING
MOORLAND

LANDSCAPE DESIGN GUIDANCE
LMP area comprises afforested upland on side slopes above Glen 
Oykel below Benmore. Surrounding open landscape character is 
mix of moorland slopes and hills and sweeping moorland.  The 
area is characterised by:
-  Smooth, open, broad hills with convex slopes 
-  Unrestricted visual movement over the gradual undulation.  
-  Expansive scale.
-  Widespread peat bogs and lochs on gentler slope and in hollows.

Conifer plantations contrast with the moorlands by colour, shape, 
texture, spatial enclosure and lines.  Particularly noticeable are 
their straight edges  and contrasting dark colour.  Isolated 
remnants and tree clumps appear particularly out of place.

A key objective of this plan is to improve the landscape integration 
between the forests with moorland across this plan area respond 
to the wider landscape character and adapt to fit with the immedi-
ate locality. 

Reflecting landscape scale is a key relating to forest size, coupes 
and species distribution.  Extensive clearfells  are appropriate on 
the hills and deep peat areas.  Restocking can be simple in design, 
focusing diversity around the riparian areas and access routes.  
Peatland restoration can also be on the vast scale to integrate with 
the surrounding open moor.  Avoid retentions of small patches or 
slithers of woodland or deadwood in open areas as they are 
particularly noticeable.

Shape should respond to landform, adopting simple curves with 
some interlock to unify areas with their surroundings. Avoid 
geometric shapes and straight lines parallel with or perpendicular 
to contours.  Lower the planting level around the open hill tops so 
they do not appear cramped.

Future margins, coupes and wind firm boundaries should be 
established early on in this rotation by creating rides and edges 
which fit with the landform shape and local scale. 

Hill tops, above moor, create visual foci:  
Forest upper margins should be 
aligned to provide ample space around 
peak respond to landform (ridges and 
hollows).  Design should inform felling 
and restock of wider forest.

New adjacent woodland will assist 
in integrating existing forest edges 
with landscape and help to screen 
a prominent forested hillside from 
the public road.

Woodland fills glen and links up with wooded 
hillsides.
Scope to increase species diversity within glen.
Upper and side margins integrate successfully 
with surrounding open moor. 

Forest intensifies the sense of enclosure 
created by landform upstream of Oykel 
Bridge.
The new planting south of road will 
further increase this.

Straight margins of existing forest create  
disruptive visual effects. Ameliorate at 
restructuring by lowering upper margin 
and realign to reflect landform.
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Highly visible hillsides from main receptors

Route of promoted Cape Wrath Trail is a secondary 
visual receptor for LMP area.  Consider impact of 
management within parts of forest visible from this 
trail ( the Passive  Visitor Zone of this trail).

A837 public road is the primary visual 
receptor for the LMP area. All areas visible 
from it are Passive Visitor Zones.  


