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Appendix 1: Glossary

ABC Argyll & Bute Council

ASNW Ancient Semi-natural Woodland

ATC Alternative to clearfell management

BAP Biodiversity action plan

BL Broadleaved Trees

CFR Caledonian Forest Reserve

DAMS Detailed Aspect Method of Scoring (measures
exposure)

FCS Forestry Commission Scotland

FD Forest District

FDP Forest design plan

FES Forest Enterprise Scotland

GIS Geographical Information System

HAP Habitat action plan

HS Historic Scotland

H&S Health & Safety

LISS Low Impact Silvicultural System

LLTNP Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National Park

MBL Mixed Broadleaved Trees

MFST Millennium Forest for Scotland Trust

NCCS Nature Conservancy Council Scotland

NFE National Forest Estate

NNR National Nature Reserve

NSA National Scenic Area

PAWS Plantation on Ancient Woodland Sites

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SAM Scheduled Ancient Monument

SEPA Scottish Environmental Protection Agency

SNH Scottish Natural Heritage

SDA Stocking Density Assessment

SOAC Scottish Outdoor Access Code

SPA Special Protection Area

SSE Scottish & Southern Energy

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest
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SWT Scottish Wildlife Trust

UKFS UK Forestry Standard

UKWAS UK Woodland Assurance Scheme
WFD Water Framework Directive

YC Yield Class

Appendix 2: Supplementary Information

Available for inspection at:

Cowal & Trossachs Forest District
Aberfoyle, Stirling FK8 3UX

Tel: 0300 067 6600

email: cowaltrossachs@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Documentation includes:-

Roadline surveys

Production Forecast 2016
Sub-compartment database

Conservation plan

Landscape Character Assessment by SNH
Aerial photos

Forestry Guidelines

Recreation Plan

District Strategic Plan

Forestry Commission approval procedures
Scheduled Ancient Monument Plans
Inventory of Ancient, long-established and semi-natural
woodland (NCCS)

e Economic felling ages

e Soil surveys

e Crop survey
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Appendix 3: Landscape Character Assessment

West Strathyre Forest Plan - Landscape Character and Visibility

Introduction

The 2009 Loch Lomond and Trossachs Landscape Character Assessment is
currently being reviewed by SNH. It is likely that the characterisation set out
in the 2009 study will be simplified with three broad landscape character
types, Highland Summits, Straths and Glens and Straths and Glens with
Lochs, covering the West Strathyre study area.

A more detailed assessment of landscape character has been undertaken to
inform the Forest Plan. This defines local landscape character areas fitting
within the broader character types which will be defined in the revised SNH
Loch Lomond and Trossachs Landscape Character Assessment. Landscape
character types and areas are shown on Map M14. Descriptions of the broad
character type and the more detailed local character areas which nest within
them as set out below:

Highland Summits

This landscape character type comprises high mountains with a rugged and
complex form and a massive scale. These mountains lie north of the Highland
Boundary Fault and include the well-known ‘Munro’ peaks of Ben Lomond, Ben
Lui, Beinn Ime, Ben More and Ben Vorlich within the National Park. The
mountains form distinct summits and ranges separated by fault line lochs.
The Highland Summits form pronounced and recognisable peaks. They tend to
be craggier, marked by many rocky outcrops, in the core of the Trossachs and
to the north-west of Loch Lomond and west of Loch Long. Elsewhere in the
National Park, the mountains are often more solitary, forming distinctive
individual and often conical peaks. The upper slopes of these mountains are
covered with grass and heather, with areas of bog and dense bracken
occurring in dips and valleys, while summits are often rocky and sparsely
vegetated. Coniferous forestry occurs on lower slopes, extending up into the
narrow valleys which cut between these mountains, although it is not
extensive in relation to the amount of open ground. Small wisps of
broadleaved woodland are confined to steep gullies and steeper slopes. This
landscape is largely uninhabited with settlement restricted to loch fringes and
narrow glens.

Many of the higher mountains, and particularly those lying close to the
Highland Boundary Fault, form key landmark features extensively visible
outside the boundaries of the National Park. Dramatic views of individual
mountains are channelled through glens and along lochs where they enrich
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the scenic composition of the diverse landscapes of the Park. Although these
mountains generally lie close to roads and are popular with walkers, a sense
of wildness can be experienced because of the naturalness of the open
summits and ridges and their rugged character.

Straths and Glens

This landscape character type comprises the deep ‘U’ shaped glens and broad
flat-bottomed straths which are a key characteristic of the Highland landscape
within the Park. These straths and glens are the result of glaciers excavating
former shallow drainage systems and glacial and post-glacial features, such as
moraines and former river terraces, occur widely within these landscapes. The
Straths and Glens are broader and more settled than the Upland Glens
landscape character type. They occur extensively in the north of the Park at
Glen Dochart and Strath Fillan but are also found in smaller areas between the
Straths and Glens with Lochs landscape character type, for example between
Loch Lubnaig and Loch Voil.

Rivers are a prominent feature on open glen/strath floors, their loosely
winding course traced by riparian woodland. The floodplains of the straths and
wider glens are farmed although areas of boggy ground and scrub also occur.
Land use over glen sides is of a predominantly marginal upland type and
typically comprises a mosaic of rough pasture, bracken and coniferous forest.
However, remnants of native and semi-natural woodland persist where
grazing pressures have allowed. There are also pockets of farmland,
particularly on lower and south-facing slopes, where local conditions have
supported soil improvements and enclosure.

Dispersed settlements are often located at bridging points or at the junction
between straths and side glens. Farms are dotted along the edge of open
farmed floodplains, set within elevated rolling lower side slopes. The Straths
and Glens are highly visible as they accommodate major transport routes and
views are often open and extensive, focusing on the dramatic mountains
which contain and backdrop these landscapes.

Three local Landscape Character Areas have been defined within the Straths
and Glens Landscape Character Type and these are described below:

Local Landscape Character Area A: The Pass of Leny

Steep and often craggy spurs and slopes constrict and twist the valley of the
River Leny, forming the narrow and strongly contained Pass of Leny. The River
Leny descends in a series of falls including the renowned Falls of Leny, broken
by boulders and rocky faces and overhung by mature trees. The complex
pattern of rocky outcrops and steep slopes is enriched by a cover of native
oak woodland, which predominantly covers valley sides with occasional large
Douglas Fir and pockets of Larch adding to the diversity of this area. Plantings

70 | West Strathyre | lan Thomas | 2016 - 2025



West Strathyre Land Management Plan 2016 - 2025

of Sitka spruce extend over upper slopes and are not readily visible from the
floor of the pass. Some settlement occurs in the Kilmahog area close to the
busy A84 and the ruinous chapel and burial ground of St Brides, sited on a
small knoll and set within alluvial pastures, forms a focus close to the outlet of
Loch Lubnaig on the northern boundary of this character area. This landscape
has an intimate scale due to the narrowness of the valley and strong
containment of steep, densely wooded slopes.

Local Landscape Character Area B: Strathyre

North of the inlet to Loch Lubnaig, the River Balvag gently winds through
floodplain pastures and is traced intermittently by ash and alder trees. The
pastures are enclosed by a mix of fences, degraded stone dykes and lined by
occasional shrubby trees. Floodplain pastures in the north of this character
area are regularly inundated and some are patterned with rush. Glen sides are
evenly graded and lack the ruggedness and height of the more dramatic
craggy slopes to the south, although some more complex rolling landform
occurs on western lower slopes to the north of the village of Strathyre. The
glen sides are largely forested with small stands of mature larch, oak and
Douglas fir contributing to the diverse land cover particularly evident on lower
slopes. Higher slopes support Sitka spruce. Strathyre is located at a bridging
point and set either side of the busy A84. A caravan park is located on
floodplain on the southern edge of this settlement.

Local Landscape Character Area C: Balquhidder

The River Balvag snakes across a broad and open floodplain to the east of
Balquhidder. The course of the river is traced by riparian trees and floodplain
pastures are fringed by patches of rougher wetter grassland and rush. These
pastures are regularly inundated as the river floods. The smooth bright green
floodplain pastures contrast with dark spruce forest on evenly-graded valley
sides. Young plantings of Sitka spruce and larch have a fragmented pattern on
the southern slopes of the strath as it curves into Glen Buckie. The A84 offers
elevated views across the open strath floor and containing forested slopes
with the eye being drawn westwards towards the deep trough containing Loch
Voil. The Balquidder area features a strongly linear arrangement of dispersed
houses and farms raised on lower slopes either side of the valley floor.

Straths and Glens with Lochs

Lochs are particularly common in the Trossachs and Breadalbane areas of the
National Park, formed as glaciers scoured deep hollows out of narrow Highland
valleys then melted. The Straths and Glens with Lochs Landscape Character
Type is strongly contained by steep hill slopes. Lochs are generally long and
narrow with some like Loch Voil and Loch Eck having an even straight form
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while others, such as Loch Katrine and Loch Lubnaig, are more indented and
irregular. The lochs tend to fill much of the glen or strath although settlement
and farming occurs infrequently where lower side slopes are more gently
sloping and wider loch margins or drier promontories are present. Wetlands
often occur at the low-lying ground at the end of lochs and these merge
gradually with floodplain pastures on higher areas.

Strings of lochs occur within single valleys in the Trossachs, the most
spectacular of these being Lochs Venachar, Achray and Katrine which are
separated by an intricate small-scale pattern of floodplain wetlands, scrubby
rolling pastures and complex wooded knolls and rocky outcrops. The steep
side slopes of the glens and straths are usually densely wooded with
coniferous forest. Broadleaved woodlands are however particularly notable in
the core of the Trossachs around Loch Achray and within upper Loch Lomond
and narrow loch shores throughout the Park often feature mature oak, birch
and some exotic plantings associated with the many estates characteristic of
this Landscape Character Type.

Settlement is usually associated with alluvial fans and promontories where
tributary water courses join the loch and accommodate small pastures. Larger
settlements tend to occupy larger areas of flatter ground at the head of the
loch where it joins the Straths and Glens Landscape Character Type. These
often highly scenic landscapes are a key focus for recreation and tourism and
hotels, chalets and other visitor facilities are a common feature.

Two local Landscape Character Areas have been defined within the Straths
and Glens Landscape Character Type and these are described below:

Local Landscape Character Area D: Loch Lubnaig — South

This landscape has a Fjord-like character with steep rocky slopes plunging
dramatically to the deep and sinuous dark Loch Lubnaig. The loch fills much
of the space between steep slopes and glen floor, leaving only a very narrow
margin against the loch shore. Ben Ledi and Ardnandave Hill tower above the
western side of the loch and the contorted form of the water body, together
with sheer craggy slopes, contribute to the rugged and diverse scenery and
scenic views from the well-used A84. Steep slopes both sides of the loch are
densely forested but on the western slopes the diverse mix of mature
broadleaves, larch and Douglas fir has a naturalistic appearance due to trees
weaving around crags, capping small knolls and filling dips. Broadleaves fringe
the more gentle lower slopes against the western shores of the loch. There is
a rhythm to views from the A84 with the rocky faces of the eastern slopes of
Ardnandave Hill forming a focus and pivotal point as the loch swings
westwards. Shoreline features include subtle promontories, which are
particularly appreciated in views down the length of the lochs, and narrow
pale shingle beaches. A small area of wetland fringes the southern outlet of
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the loch. Timber holiday cabins nestle in broadleaved woodland on the
western loch shore and small picnic areas and car parks are present on the
eastern shore against the A84. The eastern loch margins are also popular for
informal camping.

Local Landscape Character Area E: Loch Lubnaig — North

The western slopes of Ben Vane rise more gently from Loch Lubnaig in the
north, creating a more open basin cut by numerous radial water courses on
western slopes. The loch appears more rounded and less constrained by
steep slopes with reeds and wetland scrub and some small areas of farmland
fringing the loch shore. Wetlands are a particular feature in the north of this
character area close to the inlet of the loch. The western slopes are forested
with plantings of Sitka spruce extending into upper Glen Buckie. Mature
Douglas fir and larch fringe the loch shore and broadleaves are largely
confined to a few of the narrow valleys which cut these slopes. The A84 is
aligned on the eastern shore of the loch although views are restricted by
woodland. There are no formal picnic areas or car parks against the loch
although informal camping and fishing takes place in this area.

Views and visibility

¢ Views within the Pass of Leny are intimate and strongly contained. The
winding nature of the road and relatively slow travel speeds tends to
focus views on the detail of mature trees on lower slopes.

e More open stretches of the strath allow views along and across farmed
landscapes, to the Leny and Balvag rivers set in floodplain pastures.
There are brief open views from the A84 around St Brides Chapel and to
the north of Strathyre where this road is more elevated and less hemmed
in by trees.

e Views from the A84 are generally fairly restricted because of the
screening provided by loch shore woodland although brief views of the
looming craggy southern face of Ardnandave Hill and Loch Lubnaig below
are dramatic. This particularly scenic view is seen from the National Park
picnic sites located on the eastern shores of the loch.

e The Creag an Tuirc viewpoint above Balquhidder offers elevated views
over the northern part of West Strathyre Forest into Glen Buckie.

¢ NCR 7 is aligned along the western shore of the loch and through the
Pass of Leny although views are largely confined by mature woodland and
rising slopes. The detailed treatment of woodland edges and long term
retentions is important from this route.

e Sections of the forest are visible from the surrounding hills with the Ben
Ledi path having the highest footfall. The forest is not visible from the
summit of Ben Ledi but southern areas of the forest are visible from the
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path leading up to the summit. Beinn Each is a popular destination for
walkers and large parts of the forest (mainly the upper slopes) are visible
from the path and summit. Similar views are also obtainable from the

summits of Ben Vorlich & Stuc a Chroin.
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Appendix 4: Scoping Invitation Letter, Drop in
Session Poster & Scoping Map
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